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administration had, it was true, been set up by
General Allenby in the coastal districts of Syria, and
a French adviser was attached to the Arab adminis-
tration in Damascus, but in both areas the actual
control was British, and there was no immediate
prospect of the French taking over. In the Mosul
vilayet there was direct British administration,
which exasperated the French Government and the
Arab nationalists alike.
A fortnight after joining the Foreign Office I
wrote a memorandum expressing my own views on
the policy which should be adopted at the Peace
Conference, in the light of my experiences during
the War. In this paper I emphasised the essential
unity of the Arab problem, and deplored the divi-
sion of the Middle East between two mandatory
Powers. I also gave it as my opinion that any
indigenous Arab Government should have a titular
head, and that no foreigner, however impartial,
could fill the same place in the minds of the people
as a representative of their own race. Only two
days after this paper was written, a memorial from
the Baghdadi officers in FcisaPs army was received
in the Foreign Office, which made it clear that they
had welcomed the Anglo-French declaration as a
sign that no part of Mesopotamia was to be under
direct British rule, and I commented that when
they returned to their homes they would be the
first to cause difficulties if they thought we were
not acting up to our pledges*
The appearance of these minutes led to my first
interview with Lord Curzon, with whom my work
in the Foreign Office during the next two years
brought me into unusually close contact, as I was
continually summoned to his room for consultation,